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Garrett Brown said the timing of Killip’s resignation was too perfect to not have
some connection to the staffing issues and persistently high vacancy rate. Brown, a
former special assistant to past Cal OSHA Chief Ellen Widess, has been an outspoken
advocate for staffing up Cal OSHA ever since he first retired from the division in
2014 (he returned as a retired annuitant in 2020 to assist with the pandemic
workload).

“I think there’s been growing pressure on the agency to do a better job at hiring and
reducing the vacancy rates.,” Brown said. “And whatever efforts he’s made in that
regard, which I believe are genuine, have not succeeded.

“It wouldn’t surprise me that in seeing the writing on the wall  that this has
become a political issue no doubt of concern to the governor’s office and certainly to
the director of the Department of Industrial Relations. He might’ve sought an off
ramp back to Washington rather than be a sacrificial lamb for the inability of Cal
OSHA and DIR to hire.”

Killip on Wednesday declined to comment further beyond the remarks in his email.

“I am immensely grateful for my privileged time here with Cal/OSHA and super
proud of the great work we have done together,” he wrote in the all staff email.
“Cal/OSHA and California are amazing.”
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