


















protection from all materials, that in regard to
engineered stone, which also contains resins and
polymers, “this particular product that we’re talking
about here is clearly far more pernicious. And
that’s why we really should move to a safer
product. “

California attorney James Nevin, who represents
Figueroa and other affected workers, said
manufacturers cannot claim ignorance of how their
product is used.

“The whole chain has been created by the slab
manufacturers,” Nevin said. “It’s not like, oh, we
didn’t know that this was going to happen. We
didn’t know that our product was going to be
fabricated. It’s designed to be fabricated.”

‘I’m still here’

At his home north of Los Angeles, Figueroa said he
is grateful to have survived. “I can say I feeling
happy because I’m in life. I’m still here,” he said.

His wife, Ana, said the transplant may only extend
his life by a few more years. “I don’t see my life
without him,” she said. “I don’t want to live without
him.”

Figueroa said he was unaware of H.R. 5437 until




