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Sponsor Message

After seven years, the rules had received sign-off from all necessary parties—or
so the Cal/OSHA standards board thought. Then, the night before the planned
final vote, board members were instructed by the state's Department of Finance to
pull the vote from the agenda, board chair David Thomas said during Thursday's
meeting.

Without an official vote, the rules aren't able to move forward—and are at risk,
because of procedural issues, of being eliminated completely.

"We got blindsided today," Thomas said.

Workers from many different heat-impacted industries shared their
disappointment.

"You have failed us," Raquel Saldaña, a janitor from San Diego, said in Spanish.
She described suffocating conditions working in the summer when the air
conditioning was off.

The board, taken aback by the last-minute directive, made an unprecedented
move: they took an unofficial vote on the rules. The symbolic vote passed
unanimously.

"We have a responsibility to the workers of California," Thomas said. The
worsening heat risks mean the time pressure is on. "[We have to] make sure that
our people, our workers this summer are not subject to the same conditions that
they have been in the past," he said.

Workers like Ramirez say there's no time to waste getting rules implemented.
"Cada vez que viene el verano, me siento preocupado," he says in Spanish— "Every
time summer comes, I get worried." And this summer is approaching quickly.

Ramirez is incensed that the rules, which would give indoor workers breaks,
access to cool spaces to recuperate, and cool water on hot days, are now in limbo.
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Sponsor Message

Many businesses store things in shipping containers or outdoor sheds. The rules
about those spaces "are not clear and feasible as drafted and so they won't really
help the businesses trying to implement them," says Moutrie.

Restaurants are also in a tough position. Kitchens are often hot spaces, and some
businesses don't have space for a required cool-down area—and it's difficult or
impossible to change heat exposure if an employee is cooking over an open flame,
for instance.

Climate change ratchets up risks

California was the first state to successfully implement heat protections for
outdoor workers, which have been in place since 2005.

Since then, human-driven climate change has significantly worsened heat risks.
Eight of the state's 10 hottest-ever years have occurred since then. A 2022 heat
wave killed nearly 300 people. Hundreds die from heat exposure in the state
every year.

Cal/OSHA received reports of more than 500 heat-related workplace injuries last
year. But the true number is likely much higher, says R. Jisung Park, an
environmental economist at the University of Pennsylvania. He led a 2021 study
that looked at workers' compensation claims from 2001 to 2018 across California
and compared the injury records with daily temperatures.

Injuries were 5 to 7 percent higher on days when temperatures were between 85
to 90 degrees Fahrenheit, compared to cooler days. Overall, the analysis estimated
that working in uncomfortably hot conditions led to an extra 20,000 worker
injuries a year in the state.

https://www.latimes.com/projects/california-extreme-heat-deaths-show-climate-change-risks/
https://ucla.app.box.com/s/14m6pj1algt7rwb8ihq4lyqjhm2ueejj


https://www.npr.org/tags/138542275/extreme-heat
https://www.npr.org/tags/125938077/climate-change

