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A worker holds a heat and humidity index device that some employees
wear while working at a Rite Aid warehouse in Lancaster. (Genaro
Molina/Los Angeles Times)
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Seven summers have come and gone since California
lawmakers voted to require indoor workplace
standards to prevent workers from being injured or

killed from extreme heat.

Thanks to ineptitude by state officials, California is
heading into another summer without rules to
protect the nearly 1 million people who labor inside
sweltering warehouses, boiler rooms, kitchens and

other facilities.

Under a 2016 law, regulators had until the end of
2018 to submit these long-promised standards to a
governor-appointed board for adoption. In facilities
where temperatures exceed 82 degrees, the
regulations require employers to provide cooldown
areas, water and rest breaks to prevent workers from
overheating. They also require air conditioning,
schedule adjustments or other measures to prevent

them from working in temperatures over 87 degrees.
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These are humane and reasonable measures, and it’s
unacceptable that state regulators are so far behind

in adopting the rules to make them a reality.
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Extreme heat is the No. 1 killer among climate
hazards, responsible for an estimated 3,900 deaths
in California from 2010 to 2019. It’s an increasing
threat to workers in fast-growing industries, such as
warehousing and logistics, that are concentrated in

the Inland Empire and Central Valley.

State officials, including Gov. Gavin Newsom, whose
office recently boasted that no other governor has
done as much to protect people from extreme heat,
should be ashamed. Oregon became the first state to
adopt heat protection rules for indoor workers in
2022, just 10 months after the devastating and

deadly heat dome the year before.
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In the spring of 2023, we urged Newsom and his

appointees on the Occupational Safety and Health
Standards Board to stop plodding along and get
these lifesaving protections in place in time for the

approaching hot weather months.

They didn’t and hit another roadblock this year:
concerns about how much it would cost for state

prisons and other correctional facilities to comply
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with the law.

The California Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation estimates it would take billions of
dollars in capital improvements to cool the state
prisons and other facilities in which its tens of
thousands of employees work. The department
refused to provide details or documentation of why
it would cost so much to keep its workers cool and

safe.

The costs to state prisons are a poor excuse to
further delay measures that are expected to save
lives and prevent illness and injuries. At a public
hearing in March, Cal/OSHA board members heard
emotional testimony from workers and labor
representatives about employees passing out and in
some cases dying from suffocating conditions inside
commercial kitchens, laundry facilities and fast-food

restaurants.

ADVERTISEMENT


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CqNsSpEBWZq-JKbL2uvQPqbGOgAKIipatdM_NmfmvEv6GoI4GEAEgr8C2cGDJjrmN9KTQGaAB_oP79SnIAQLgAgCoAwHIAwiqBKoDT9AX52bR5ZUANqD4Vtau99Qslc38bWjZuRTLCDeEtHllKOJpPRPQTLH0d6dHn1CLzAeF3ouIpvZV-tmCznKH-4Nrf3E8dUUqOB_1OfC2OJCC4pin6gAHqefwKLuk34-QuOuLZpDNW9TDH3IhJtD3NQyaGrWB_p0nZixIzVdHM3AgVbm2YnGgmgCcEbhsSIVvJkDJ7XIGbS4FOBpHJG-D-r2Itcq8kNnG7T9oT-DtlDiEi72naO7jXU_ZZWDgS7vPfeolYQ5T6WNy29-cB2cLzSEbpSBO-lhxtnN-kSTgmlHqeoe3HjVexJrfaZAOgmDxTa-kcQ2C3LZdV9QYUEysPegXJDKG-g-cbgoJUvztzGxabAYdfLwjv-RGxnBF6lT_VrsEtwe25_jvkrsSNL7_q2ApAmjP6Z8WKeHi2EOvHPwOP-4oYCgesF_bpznUdOmI2qtaPFx7kiKmB3r3NIQ8-jGh70OLqMZrP1xWvgPf3oui7TcZnm-hWWX9VN-wWTtdeyTYIaPP5Bx1LOd_kndQKpt4CWZha0sHZlcjaa2qoruADnQwcTxdz38iwAS6wcLbzgTgBAGIBf_d1rFNoAYCgAf-u8vVBKgH2baxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB-C9sQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwHSCCQIgGEQARgdMgKKAjoJgECAwICAgKAoSL39wTpY4JH_3pmxhgOxCUJm_BFlwBR5gAoDmAsByAsBqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIqsH_3pmxhgMVMruOCB2pmAMg2BMM0BUB-BYBgBcBshgJEgLwbBgCIgEA6BgB&ae=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIr-uC35mxhgMVMruOCB2pmAMgEAEYASAAEgKjnvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSTwDaQooLCG5ia9zFkRxJY5itCVTvcRB6daJrw-d6QsqU0TP6eAMBAQ9ZR2d66LmsRRx2T1PBj9pYy_xhaK8xJBWw7UdaZqISy9-WvxZ3KwQYAQ&sig=AOD64_0DluUkIUBJEwxSJTQaWU0MHOjlAA&client=ca-pub-1409437888781518&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://gifts.consumerbags.com%3Fgclid%3D%7Bgclid%7D%26campaignid%3D20773711615%26adgroupid%3D158568849594%26loc_physicall_ms%3D1027536%26loc_interest_ms%3D%26matchtype%3D%26network%3Dd%26creative%3D695720881084%26keyword%3D%26placement%3Dwww.latimes.com%26targetid%3D%26cpid%3D9565cf95-8204-4df4-81e1-14422a2cdc7f%26lpid%3Dae263f89-8da8-4002-b411-67357e6b227c
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=ARquV56APqLMra1x0WGYPCu1FEnJzTVlOv-Vlw65MgSY5zRDVJXBHNmGXu6VKiJVDY97gkti5QEqBCbcVttjvGbSZLD9obeeVqAHmS9OW7cmJC0Z_jb6TA1cQDHaZbf1Z-11vVuXHljacYesL_C0XdoyWDNTzK8nj4MjjuYfRqkUYCIoeZsU9ruptS8_tJXFgaRl1-rgZHjT9H1NnEwTnZSgPsVr_h9Ek97zuXuy2ghAdvBd8DOsJPVMTKDVlCdsjL15HvDDHCEh6-4eyanh-9y1sLYH0JJwJeopYtDOw1g3RHNTYkZdVE6iJIIwzYR3EA-CUvpLoUG8kSzDLO7HEeqmTdj4f85ORhGwvL2uOpCm2AQ3zqlERZ02TQx546uivYhclkeWbGyW3w6VHKVc5uDlUZQOSgCnYh5Nj69pnYeuj9C4THVjnZrhZ1Ms7ygh5-oDrlEELgevgkQVtm4yaefA9vv41ok3O2v6SxxL6QRLPbXU1GVdNPAkpt3ZgdLYWwU3jJfAsdGCSN-TOVdCXHbSuhZIr9bG7xn6r7mtc53OTdfK3FNzMiFvIr5Cbioo09bAlOOX2ae5oHwp0TNcCM2QiYBCMwGiXSxF-j1EpKbK3nZK--0mcQtRfCy8BP8QYEv8kGGikBoMCMqwMUxUAWw6meeX__lTS1Jp1KfAn2P4gbqlcFsgwXZ5tzp5z05TFLf-RBK-uPghrfEE0CJ6Grvc2uk90OqbDI3dd_EzS0cPScys9pSU_XW4lrvndIMMZaRVi6hfSQM_tTbnMQiZab3P1AIzYQ1-tf5KkdfxKGlY9nJHBfI8lq_d5bysIDeKLFLLDJVWdetlmaHF22Wj6mNDMBTZuBsRG9EQgm4jfi5rc9RKywQ8CJNyr4UGOc273xSvgNkAyWqfzLumFzSxJZTx7-7OoF2B0SInlo9ztnjJ2wxp79ZZcLGedu6flACChbyovfoynt9IND7xqRkWUgCogE1OgRxgPB2yyhREaTbpsibzi1nQF96q-H29WNjuN2IoIdueskqj1lMwQvhcDsTdk0PBRNzUmmFCTdLLok0g1UizuQOlkdJ0zF22PN0y1OlHL5ylWvBvcviKhfyNDwxsQRP04wJMSOH_3ee3hsFOS8nFILNhdkQwmXdK-Mtg63zZVPwERsN8pfMYzvZEuRiNL9F8IVwfWM4jpreCMcVEcpCZ_Nytb0QTohyEUlYVSGHWRDHR3_DlfmTLXhnIQLjFhz_LlQDioqIes3wesYCf62Fm4kZwpr6nI9140b32hNqxpOuKsLQvqIx0g6aS3hYlOGbFpqqpp9BSxKUXPJCy-tbPCI4wA1V0GBLcQZOjlL5NQSLKEroHpvGDrCosF1oICiN_UH6EJjhw8bQOpzsFNXfGvP4v70ZhDKRkDD_IebzvXF-ZPmtrndKqMicWMIYVN8d_7rnaolJHoQ7EYsr9Hbgin_EXzurzpmGCrp6m0-1-_a1gIEtg32TyYx9AO_Ovo6P5fO84nKidQ1O7w7l_zBpGvKCIc-XVu2TzpudIhAYFdgMmF4B3wltXi1pTdWPtcHWlc4oPuKN4DMtgMFuhY6Bijvh_eMETIDSWf-sfk2qZJRDwiETSQREBb99ojgmTOIB6Jcp-RntMNlx3k5o3G7K64kD4tzhS5kDJPtMcorjAdzYlB8X8ztJ57bdaYGl-50QcEaDaazw9hxJnvxpvtojVJi8buOlyH9rFUAqOwRrgBmKgbKBn_-UpV76DHrgZW8S-xa-Yf_v_-QRNJtfjZ6RZIwv3WyOhiD4VEAxZlsw_4P6IH-1F5PWrRWg3JYeaDjK0_n29Tl-gR-jLbXZwIoAnJGEJwPFIekZDhCUdXi60ChKJTwZBqhVrsRv-EbgXW1VZ2SHx83qsMIJ3WRCQBrM_jrk2Yf9esVqgIzBoCVMo-S_hoHVu_VvnkY6Fbj08VZ9RfJ81SARZtp2mGlzr37am92Yl3trJNtN_fmG4demU3KNrGoCH8EYRaH2XL6QSlsTlTcJikWfDH2mFDNZWjncTy503dunT8vYPmhj8Gp1JccaVS5dtUwNvlL7Z_heu_rqRq8Z2ul1WDA0-m07RIDa0dHGJ3llkJLk5gvMcgt9V-JiBrZU4ou_F5Y33QUAvk-mDER8D9W-LWwpoMzc_7SAC7SJQTogueaNdCwXXWL1ScByiwqVQgB9c9_xGXVhddw5T79dhK-vq0ELksO4y11Hq-ICw1Hexr6Vw8nUE5-6c0c5kvn9l2RFbtOUy0uR4DTWZ7qW9e2uEEYZbynoIWMNkKk3xh0jScd6iE3LcYul1vpckMGu56TXK1p62FVJLlALNN24ja6rvCe7vOcw_iCzLe5yLdLbJbrWkAfgQ&opi=122715837
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2024-03-22/landmark-heat-rules-for-california-workers-left-in-doubt

OPINION

Editorial: China embraced electric
vehicles. The U.S. didn’t. Now we’re
paying the price

May 17, 2024

The board at least put worker safety over politics by
voting to adopt the rules even after the Newsom
administration raised objections about the cost. But
it wasn’t enough because the rules still need

approval from the Department of Finance.

There’s still hope that the heat standards can be put
into place to help most of the state’s workers this
summer. Cal/OSHA has submitted a revised
proposal to exempt state and local correctional
facilities that will go to the board for a vote in June
(and plans to create separate rules for corrections

later).

OPINION

i ‘..'\.‘.‘,“,.fl‘a Editorial: SoCal air quality officials

| ‘ ‘ vl i : A L]

ml SIPLL B haven’t acted to cut port pollution. They
escaped to a desert resort instead

Sy

May 13, 2024

But the state’s seesawing on the heat standards has

opened them up to challenge from business groups,
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which have seized on the delay to attack the process,
highlight their own costs and question why they

aren’t also getting exemptions.

State leaders still seem to be treating extreme heat
like a low-priority concern, rather than the

increasingly deadly hazard it is. Programs to

respond to extreme heat, for instance, are among the

billions in climate-related cuts Newsom and
lawmakers are planning to deal with a $45-billion

budget deficit.

Officials say they are on track to have the indoor
heat standards in place sometime this summer. Let’s

hope so.

Intramural bureaucratic disputes do nothing to help
those toiling in oppressive heat on a daily basis with
no guarantee of water, cooling, rest breaks and other
basic health and safety precautions. Each month
that passes without these standards is an ongoing
injustice and a black mark on Newsom’s labor and

climate record.
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